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‘Taking action together to secure a greener future’ 

1. Introduction 

Good morning, esteemed guests, ladies, and gentlemen. 

It really is a great pleasure to join you this morning, to speak to a topic very close to my 

heart – and that is building partnerships to secure a cleaner and greener future, not just 

in the Western Cape, but in South Africa, on the continent and indeed, around the 

globe. 

I am a firm believer in collaboration because it is only when we work together, toward a 

common goal, that we can succeed.  

No one, no business and no government can succeed on their own.  

Indeed, just like this impressive Summit and the world’s first fully electric street racing 

series, taking place right here in Cape town on Saturday, these events have come 

together, and their success relies on partnerships and collaborations. 

In the same vein, the success of our transition from a carbon intensive to a low-carbon 

economy, that attracts investment, creates new industries and jobs, and helps us 

achieve energy security as well as climate resilience relies on each of us playing our 

part. 

This of course also relies on us collectively acting to secure a better future for the 

generations to come.  

And this sentiment is captured perfectly by Mahatma Gandhi, who said:  

“The future depends on what we do in the present.” 

For me, these words ring very true and is also why I have a passion for green economy. 

This passion stems from the immense potential this sector has to set us all on a path 

toward a cleaner, greener and more resilient future for our children, but also because 

of its potential to attract significant investment, which can help our economy grow and 

create many more jobs for the residents of this province and country.  
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2. Immense potential of the green economy 

And we are truly blessed in Africa, in South Africa and right here in the Western Cape 

with an abundance of renewable energy potential, just ripe for development. 

In fact, a recent report by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and the 

AfDB (African Development Bank) estimates “Africa’s solar photovoltaic (PV) technical 

potential at 7,900 GW.”  

To put this into perspective, according to South Africa’s Integrated Resource Plan (IRP), 

we will need 78 GW of energy capacity is needed by South Africa by 2030 meaning 

that the solar PV potential in Africa alone is 100 times more than what one of its most 

energy reliant countries require. 

This is on top of the vast potential vast for hydropower, estimated at 1 753 GW, and 

wind energy at 461 GW, not accounting for the geothermal and modern bioenergy 

potential. 

And specifically, here in the Western Cape, we are particularly excited about the 

potential of Green Hydrogen as an emerging decarbonisation solution, as the world 

moves to ensure its energy security, while cutting its carbon emissions.  

FreePort Saldanha is further recognized as having immense green hydrogen potential 

because of its excellent solar and wind resources.  

And this is why, towards the end of last year, our Premier, Alan Winde, signed a 

landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)to develop a green hydrogen (GH2) 

hub and corridor with the Northern Cape Premier, Zamani Saul. 

By working together, the Western Cape and Northern Cape are perfectly positioned to 

explore the potential of green hydrogen and to increase demand through production, 

bulk exports, and by attracting foreign direct investment which will contribute to 

economic growth and job creation in the context of ensuring a ‘Just Energy Transition’.  

And, in partnership with national government and the City of Cape Town, and as the 

majority shareholder in the Atlantis Special Economic Zone for Green Technology, our 

greentech, export-orientated manufacturing hub, we see great potential, as well as 

green manufacturing opportunities. This potential will attract investment that leads to 

increased exports and the local production of green technologies, which will enable 

the green economy and contribute to our resilience in the Western Cape. 

But to unlock this potential requires us all to work together and to act now to ensure 

that the green economy works and, as importantly, that it is the people that are able to 

reap the benefits it will bring.  
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And the potential benefits of the green economy are equally impressive, as the IRENA 

and AfDB report estimates that “investing in energy transition technologies creates up 

to three times as many jobs as fossil fuels per million dollars spent.” 

3. Acting with urgency 

Clearly there is no shortage of potential, unlike our shortage of electricity. 

And as we gather, our country is in the grips of an electricity crisis, with rolling blackouts 

now at stage 6, leaving businesses, both big and small, and residents in the dark for 6 to 

8 hours each day, effectively ending far too many livelihoods, compromising the ability 

of our economy to grow and cutting jobs just when the people of South Africa and the 

Western Cape need them the most. 

Some take solace in the fact that the euphemistically named ‘loadshedding’ is no 

longer unique to South Africa. I do not. 

This very fact only reinforces why we are here today and that if we, as humankind, want 

to keep the lights on, if we want our economies to grow and lift people out of poverty, 

and if we want a future where we have equal opportunity to succeed it is up to us to 

ensure that we build and enable the green economy and that our necessary transition 

to low-carbon economies is a just one, that leaves no person behind. 

The key now is to set out how we are going to work together to define a concrete plan 

of action to work towards a cleaner and greener future. 

And in the Western Cape, we are acting with the urgency required to secure a greener 

future. 

Premier Alan Winde, who had the pleasure of addressing you yesterday, announced 

that the Western Cape will be allocating R1.1 billion, over the next three years to work 

towards increasing our energy resilience. 

This funding will go to responding to the short-term impact of loadshedding; to secure 

diesel fuel; to buffer schools from loadshedding; to alleviate the impact on poorer 

households; and, critically for our SMMEs, so they can assess and implement alternative 

energy options. 

Overall, we are working hard on developing four key programmes to drastically 

decrease our reliance on Eskom. 

First, our own Provincial Integrated Resource Plan will expand on the work already done 

by the City of Cape Town and will use an evidence-based approach to provide a least 

cost plan for new generation in the province, considering various constraints, including 
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climate change and limited resources. This plan will provide policy certainly within the 

Western Cape to then enable proper planning and attract investment. 

Second, our Demand Side Management Plan work seeks to identify short term options 

for the province to mitigate some loadshedding, by managing demand.  

Third, the New Energy Generation programme builds on the municipal procurement 

work already done, as well as the private sector enablement work. Ultimately, this 

programme aims to enable new energy generation as quickly as possible, both on and 

off the grid.  

And finally, the Network Development Plan aims to understand where we can leverage 

current municipal distribution networks and to identify where we need to advocate for 

and accelerate Eskom’s planned network developments. This is so that we can enable 

the movement of energy, including new generation, using the grid in the Western 

Cape. 

This is some of the work we are doing now, in the present, to secure our future. 

Of course, any measurement of success of a transition to a green economy must 

include investing in the right talent pipelines that meet the needs of a cleaner, greener 

future. 

We cannot hope to take full advantage of the immense potential of the green 

economy if we do not invest in the right qualifications, the right skills and the right 

experience for jobs available now and in the future. 

Which is why, Premier Winde and myself announce last year, the establishment of the 

new Solar PV technician qualification as well as the first Solar PV training Centre, at the 

West Coast TVET College, in the province, which I hope is the first of many to cater for 

the future skills needed in the green economy. 

Ultimately, building a green, energy resilient future and enjoying the benefits of this will 

not be possible without partnerships across all levels of government, between countries 

and especially, with you as the private sector. 

4. Removing barriers 

And to ensure that we, as government come to the party and contribute to enabling a 

cleaner, greener future, we are also working hard to make it as easy as possible for the 

green economy and green investments, in the Western Cape. 

Already, the Western Cape is proudly positioned as one of Africa’s top ‘green 

economy’ investment destinations.  
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And, over the last ten years, the Renewable Energy sector in the Western Cape has 

received the second highest level of foreign direct investment, by CAPEX, totalling an 

impressive R17,99 billion. 

Almost 90% of preferred bidders in Renewable Energy IPP Procurement Programme Bid 

Window 5 are based in the Western Cape and over 80% of green energy project 

developers have chosen Cape Town as head office base because of our reputation as 

a strong green services hub. 

We have and will continue to work hard to cultivate a strong green economy 

ecosystem by prioritising green economy investments, because we understand that by 

investing in the green economy, we are investing in our future, precisely because the 

future is green. 

5. Conclusion 

To conclude, we know there is immense potential in the green economy. We also 

understand the imperative to transition to a low-carbon economy, so we can mitigate 

climate change and the impact it has on countries across the world. 

The need to grow the green economy has never been greater, especially as we face 

of stage xx loadshedding here, leaving businesses, both big and small, and residents in 

the dark for xx hours each day, compromising the ability of our economy to grow and 

cutting jobs just when the people of South Africa and the Western Cape need them the 

most. 

This very fact only reinforces why we are here today and that if we, as humankind, want 

to keep the lights on, if we want our economies to grow and lift people out of poverty, 

and if we want a future where we have equal opportunity to succeed that future must 

be green and it must be now.  

And, as the Western Cape Government, we stand ready roll up our sleeves, to work 

and partner with you, to remove obstacles that stand in the way, so that we can realise 

the full potential of the green economy to secure a future which is not only cleaner and 

greener but more just and that leaves no one behind.  

I thank you. 
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